
ONLINE RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES PLANNING FOR COLLEGE & CAREER 
 

COLLEGE 
 
Big Future is a product of the College Board. It’s free and offers a wide range of college and financial aid 
search and information tools. 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 
 
Unigo  is a user-friendly, free site affiliated with The Wall Street Journal. It has an excellent matching 
tool and features a scholarship search. It also offers “Admissions Boot camp” and tools for the 
application process. Current and former college students provide unvarnished opinions of colleges. 
https://www.unigo.com/ 
 
Naviance is a comprehensive website for planning for and applying to college; Baltimore Co. Public 
Schools has purchased a license so that every BCPS student can use the site.  Your student’s guidance 
counselor and teachers also have accounts and will provide application help through Naviance. Your 
student’s applications will be processed through Naviance. Every student has received a password and 
initial training in using the site, and counselors can offer more help as needed. 
http://www.naviance.com/ 
 
Khan Academy offers a multi-media resource on College Admissions. Focusing on the how-to, the site 
offers step-by-step advice and encouragement. 
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-admissions 
 
Admittedly is a newer, free website for students and parents planning for college. It includes a matching 
inventory and well-designed school profiles. Its centerpiece is its discussion forums. 
https://admitted.ly/ 
 
I’m First is a non-profit, free website designed to support and encourage first-generation college 
students. College information, financial aid information, and forums make up its offerings. 
http://www.imfirst.org/ 
 
 

PAYING FOR COLLEGE 
 
Nerd Scholar is a division of the award-winning free site Nerd Wallet. It brings everything financial to 
one venue—choosing careers, college cost, financial aid (with a very handy FAFSA coach), student loans, 
and more. 
http://www.nerdwallet.com/nerdscholar/ 
 
College Abacus is a non-profit, free site that allows students & parents to get a sense of the true cost of 
the schools they’re interested in. List your top three schools, provide some basic information, and get an 
estimate of the price tags. Not all colleges participate in College Abacus, but most do. 
https://collegeabacus.org 
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CAREERS 
 
Career Zone helps students identify possible careers based on their preferences. It is created by New 
York State, but Maryland students are welcome to create accounts and explore. 
https://www.careerzone.ny.gov/views/careerzone/index.jsf 
 
CCBC College and Career Planning System uses Kuder, a tool that allows students to take self-
assessments, explore careers and college, and investigate financial aid options. This is a great option for 
students seeking low-cost job training, apprenticeship, or a two-year degree.  Sign in and register as a 
new user. 
http://www.ccbc.kuder.com/ 
 
The Occupational Outlook Handbook is one in a series of tools produced by the U.S. Dept. of Labor to 
help people navigate the job market. Students can search for job descriptions as well as hiring and salary 
outlooks.  
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 
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